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Abstract

Phenology studying in pastures is important for adjustment of grazing programs,
optimal and proper utilization from pasture plants and preventing early and untimely
grazing and recognition of palatability and nutritional value of plant species in different
stages. So in order to determine the timing of entry and exit of livestock to and from the
pasture, this study was carried out in a semi-steppe pasture in Alamut of Ghazvin
province, 100 km to the northeast of Ghazvin for four years from 2006 to 2010. The two
studied wheat species were Bromus tomentellus and Festuca ovina that have moderate
palatability for livestock. From each species 10 samples were selected. Then
information of phenology of the plants were recorded in 2 stages: growth stage in every
15 days and reproductive stage in every 7 days. The results showed that the times of
start and end of the species growth varied in the years in these species affected by
rainfall and temperature, and length of life stages in the rainy years is longer than when
there is drought. Generally their flowering time is from the last week of Ordibehesht
(April) to the first week of Khordad (May) and it lasts for 3 to 6 weeks depending on
the dry or rainy status of the year. Finally in the last week of May to the first week of
Tir (June), seeding occurs.

Key words: Growth, Environmental factors, Drought, Bromus tomentellus, Festuca
ovina , Grazing management
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