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Abstract

Marbareh river is one of the tributaries of Sezar and Dez rivers which is used for
irrigating the agricultural lands of villages around the cities of Azana and Dorud. In this
research, Diatom flora of Marbareh river was investigated for the first time. Sampling
was done from rocks and sediments of the river seasonally from July 2013 till June
2014. Navicula, Cymbella, Nitzschia, Gomphonema and Diatoma occurred in all sites
during the sampling period. It is in the case that some other genera such as
Cymbopleura, Gyrosigma, Stauroneis, Meridion, Didymosphenia and Ulnaria were
observed seasonally. Totally, 30 species were identified which belong to pennate
diatoms. Comparing the diatom flora of Marbareh river with those of other Iranian
waterbodies Iran showed that some species like Diatoma vulgaris, Diatoma
moniliformis, Gomphonema olivaceum, Cocconeis placentula var. lineata,
Gomphonema parvulum and Ulnaria ulna are widespread in Iran. However, more
research work should be done to reveal the distribution pattern of other species.
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